GEORGE DEWEY

on March 21, that I received any news as to a fur-
ther supply of ammunition. Now I learned officially
for the first time that the Baltimore would reinforce
my squadron, bringing the ammunition which was
at Honolulu; and on April 3 came the definite word
that she had left Honolulu for Hong Kong. The
Baltimore was a most welcome addition to my force,
though without her I had been quite ready to enter
Manila Bay.

Meanwhile, the coal which had been contracted
for was on its way from Cardiff in the steamer Nan-
shan. On April 4 I sent a cable to the department
suggesting that the Nanshan should be purchased
before the outbreak of hostilities. This idea had
occurred to the department at the same time, and
its cable on the subject crossed my own. It also
authorized the purchase of another supply vessel
and placed at my service the revenue-cutter McGul-
loch, which, fortunately, happened to be at Singa-
pore, en route to San Francisco. By this time our
government was losing its confidence in maintaining
peace, for in his cable of April 5 Secretary Long had
said: "War may be declared. Condition very crit-
ical"

Much credit is due to Pay-Inspector D. A. Smith,
who had charge of securing supplies and arranging
the contracts for coal. His energy, tact, and busi-
ness qualifications not only provided for the present
exigencies, but made ample preparation for futurehousand tons direct from England, if necessary;
